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Summary. The origin and meaning of the term “community immunity”, the main stages through which the concept of collective 
protection from infections passed and contemporary importance of mass immunization are discussed. The basic theoretical arguments 
explaining the concept of resetting the immune population after disease or immunization are presented. Indicative epidemic situations 
occurring after breaking the community immunity in some states and communities are described. The reasons hindering the achievement 
of a reliable level of immunization coverage of the population are analyzed. The ideas to optimize the epidemiological control in the  eld 
of immunoprophylaxis are rationalized.
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