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Summary. The socio-medical phenomenon of drug abuse remains among the most critical issues facing our 
society today. The aim of the study was to investigate the incidence of acute intoxications with psychoactive 
substances (PAS), as well as combined intoxications at the Clinic of Toxicology, UMHATEM “N. I. Pirogov“ 
during the period 2009-2011, to characterize the type of PAS, to present the distribution of patients by sex 
and age; to make an analysis of epidemiological data - distribution, dynamics, trends. The records of the 
Toxicology Clinic, Emergency Hospital “N.I.Pirogov” were reviewed retrospectively for all intoxications with 
psychoactive substance during a 3-year period – from January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2011. The results 
of the study show the following: 1) A decrease in heroin intoxication was shown, however an increase in 
marijuana, amphetamines and cocaine poisoning was observed during this 3 years period. 2) The highest 
incidence of intoxications  with psychoactive substances was found in 2011. The men predominate over the 
women. The largest age group was 19-25 years old and 26-35 years old. 3) With the mixed poisoning, the 
highest incidence was found in 2011. The men predominate over the women. The largest age group was 
19-25 years old.
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