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L. Peykova, I. Pencheva, M. Manova and G. Petrova. PATENT PRO-
TECTION OF CHIRAL STRUCTURE ANTIDEPRESSANTS – A LITERA-
TURE REVIEW 

Summary. The current study aims at searching the scientific literature in 
the area of patent protection of three substances with chiral chemical structure 
– Citalopram, Venlafaxin   Sibutramin . The desktop study was performed 
by searching electronic databases Scopus, PubMed, ChemWeb, Web of 
Science with key words Sibutramin , Citalopram, Venlafaxin , patent 
protection. A total of 90 articles was found and systematized by type of active 
substances, patents, specificity of protection. Due to the high research and 
development cost for new medicines the manufacturers try to expand the real time 
of the patent protection for new molecules over the 20 years period. The chiral 
structure of anti-depressants allows such approach by patenting not only the 
racemic mixture but also separately the enantiomers, as new molecules and then 
the methods for purifying. The scientific literature discusses the question if that is 
a real novelty satisfying the requirements for patenting. 

Key word: antidepressants, patent protection, medicines, industrial property, 
intellectual property 
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