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Summary: The aim of this study was to perform a comparative pharmacoeconomic analysis 
assessing the drug Sycrest® (asenapine), used in the treatment of bipolar 
affective disorder type 1. The primary endpoint of the study was to analyse the 
cost of therapy with asenapine compared with the most commonly used 
alternative treatment strategy for the treatment of bipolar affective disorder type 1 
at the present time in the country, using the method "cost of illness". Additionally, 
as a secondary endpoint a budget impact analysis was performed over a five-
year period based on the assumption that the rate of increase of patients treated 
with asenapine would be proportional to the growth rate of the market utility of 
the drug, reflecting the rate of morbidity. The pharmacoeconomic analysis was 
based on the clinical experience of Bulgarian psychiatric practice, as well as on 
the Standard of Care in Psychiatry, adopted by the Ministry of Health. 
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