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ABOUT SMALLPOX  THE FIRST ERADICATION INFECTIOUS DISEASE 
IN WORD
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Summary. The origin of Smallpox as a natural disease is lost in prehistory. It is believed to have appeared around 10 000 BC, at the 
time of the  rst agricultural settlements in northeastern Africa. It seems plausible that it spread from there to India by means of ancient 
Egyptian merchants. The earliest evidence of skin lesions resemblied those of Smallpox is found on faces of mummies from the time 
of the 18-th and 20-th Egyptian Dynasties (1570-1085 BC). Smallpox was introduced to Europe sometimes between  fth and seventh 
centuries and was frequently epidemic during the Middle Ages. Turing point in the  ght against this infection is the discovery of the English 
doctor Edward Jenner. In 1796 Jenner infects 8-year old boy with exudates from skin lesion at the hands of a milkmade in Gloucestershire 
(England). The procedure is effective because the boy develops a slight form of Smallpox and subsequently lasting immunity to the 
disease. The process of worldwide eradication of Smallpox was set in motion the World Health Assembly received a report in 1958 
of the catastrophic consequences of Smallpox in 63 countries, mostly in Asia and Africa. In 1967, a global campaign began under the 
guardianship of the World Health Organization (WHO), which  nally succeeded in eradicating Smallpox. On May 8, 1980 The World Health 
Assembly announced that the world was free of Smallpox and recommended that all countries cease vaccination.
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