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Summary: The current publication comments on the reforms of reimbursement of medicinal 
products in Germany during 1989-2011, with a particular emphasis on measures to 
reduce drug costs. For this purpose, we have reviewed 10 publications that focus on 
the strategies taken by the German government during the studied period. A wide 
range of measures directed to marketing authorization holders, wholesalers, 
pharmacists and patients was considered, which generally forms the pharmaceutical 
market in the direction of changing habits of prescription to such that will favor 
generic medicinal products. Each participant in the health system has its role for 
reducing drug costs. Similarly to the German experience, this should be included in 
the cost-reducing strategy, in order to realize a fair spread of the financial risk. 
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