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Summary:  The usage of prenatal diagnosis and preimplantational genetic diagnosis for the 
discovery of genes predisposing towards diseases in childhood and in teenage 
years is embraced in Europe for 15 years. Investigations of embryos for 
diseases with late onset and especially for breast and ovary cancer (BRCA1 
and BRCA2 genes) are also accomplished in some European countries in the 
last years. Is it ethically justified to interrupt pregnancy or to select embryos for 
diseases which eventually could develop after 50-60 years of age? Which one 
of the two diagnostic tests should be preferred in case of familial burden of the 
couple? The unregulated application of preimplantational genetic diagnosis in 
the private reproductive centers in Bulgaria is also discussed. 
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