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S. Pavlova, T. Hadzhiolova and R. Kotseva. INFLUENZA AND ACUTE RESPIRATORY DISEASES 
DIAGNOSTIC INVESTIGATIONS DURING THE 2008/2009 SEASON 
Summary. The summary of the diagnostic investigations performed in the Laboratory of Influenza and 
ARD, NCIPD, during the 2008/2009 season is presented. All of the samples (n = 860) were tested for 
influenza virus isolation on cell culture/chicken embryos. Molecular-biology tests: Real-time reverse 
transcription PCR (rRT-PCR) for influenza and RT-PCR for respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) and human 
metapneumonia virus (hMPV) were used for testing of 371 samples obtained from children up to five years 
of age. In addition, 311 sentinel samples from Regional Inspectorates were tested by rRT-PCR. Given the 
small number (33 of 860 samples) of the cases of the positive detection of influenza viruses, we found that 
the number of positive for RSV and hMPV samples was relatively high. The coinfection due to RSV, AdV 
and hMPV in two outbreaks in orphanages was deciphered. 
Key words: the 2008/2009 season, flu viruses, acute respiratory diseases viruses, diagnosis 
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