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Abstract. Tuberculosis (TB) is one of the top 10 causes of death worldwide. In 2016, 10.4 million people 
fell ill with TB, and 1.7 million died from the infection (apart from 0.4 million HIV positive people). Seven 
countries account for 64% of the total cases – India, Indonesia, China, Philippines, Pakistan, Nigeria, and 
South Africa. In 2016, 1 million children became ill with TB and 250 000 died of TB (including children with 
HIV associated TB). TB is a leading killer of HIV positive people: in 2016, 40% of HIV deaths are due to TB. 
In Bulgaria, according to data from Ministry of Health there is a steady trend of morbidity reduction of TB – 
from 39.1 per 100 000 in 2006 to 21.3 per 100 000 in 2015.
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