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Summary. In-vitro fertilization procedures have created thousands of human embryos that have not been 
implanted. Such ‘surplus’ embryos are suspended in a frozen state, waiting to be thawed and discarded, 
donated to science or implanted in a womb. This arises many ethical and legislative questions. What is the 
status of the embryo? If the embryo is equated with the human tissues or organs, it may be donated. Some 
authors speak about embryo adoption. In the case of embryo adoption, the frozen embryo is implanted in 
the womb of a woman, who is not the genetic mother, with the consent of the genetic parents.
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