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Summary: Hepatitis E virus, causing HEV infection, belongs to genus Hepevirus in the 
Hepeviridae family. The first HEV infection was described in the late 70's and 
early 80-ies of the XX-th century. In Bulgaria Teoharov et al. reported the first 
cases in 1995. At present there are four known genotypes (HEV1 and HEV2 are 
enterically transmitted and responsible for endemic cases, while HEV3 and 
HEV4, who are responsible for sporadic cases, are associated with consump-
tion of raw or undercooked game meat or pork products). Typical for HEV infec-
tion is the severe course of illness in pregnant woman (mortality ranges from 
39% to 73% in endemic areas). In recent years, the cases of chronic HEV infec-
tion have increased, most dramatically in the developed countries and in im-
munocompromised patients. The key to the prevention of the disease is the de-
velopment of a vaccine (Chinese researchers work hard in this field; so far the 
project has reached final stage of investigation). 
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