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Abstract. Plague is a bacterial zoonotic infection transmitted by  eas. The geographical distribution of the 
disease is strictly localized. The pathogen Yersinia pestis infects humans through infected  ea bites. Hu-
man plague is a serious disease, particularly in its septicaemic and pneumonic forms. The principal animal 
reservoir and local socioeconomic conditions are determinants of the epidemiological characteristics of the 
disease and the risk of transmission to human. Plague is a disease of poverty in Africa, South America and 
Asia (India), where the animal reservoir essentially comprises commensal rodents, but tends to be sporadic 
disease associated with outdoor occupation in the other endemic regions.
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