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Abstract. The current literature review is following the available scienti  c articles for the social burden of COPD, as the second 
leading chronic diagnosis in Europe. A systematic literature review on the international scienti  c literature was performed with key words 
COPD, epidemiology, and social burden. Total of 63 articles of the leading international organizations and scienti  c teams were selected 
and analyzed in the work. Results show that COPD is a widespread disease, with high prevalence worldwide. The social burden leads to 
loses of healthy life and inability to work, affecting negatively the quality of life of the patients.
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