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GINGIVAL DISEASES OF CHILDHOOD: 
PART I – PLAQUE-INDUCED DISEASES OF THE GINGIVA 
R. Kabakchieva and M. Atanasova 
Department of Child Dental Medicine, Faculty of Dental Medicine 

Summary. This article reviews the two most popular and widely used classi-
fications of gingival diseases, and makes a short presentation of plaque-induced 
gingival diseases of childhood (microbiology, etiology, pathogenesis, genetic 
susceptibility, and clinical features). The importance of early diagnosis is dis-
cussed in terms of treatment success. Main treatment approaches, removal of 
plaque and calculus, evaluation of response to initial treatment and supportive 
periodontal therapy are also reviewed. Scientists agree that the plaque-induced 
forms of gingivitis should not be underestimated, because each periodontitis is 
preceded by gingivitis. Early diagnosis of gingivitis is crucial for successful treat-
ment and preservation of the dental health of the patient. We express our opinion 
of consent and we agree about the importance of the broad knowledge about 
gingival diseases in childhood, their early diagnosis and mandatory approaches to 
treatment. 

Key words: classification of the gingival diseases in childhood, plaque-induced 
child gingivites, treatment approaches 
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