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Summary: Pertussis (whooping cough) is an acute infectious disease, caused by B. pertussis. Since the beginning of the 
XX century, there has been a marked and continuous drop in death rate of whooping cough. Since it became vaccine 
preventable around 1960 (1957 in Bulgaria), the number of cases and deaths has dropped dramatically. In Bulgaria, there is a 
marked decline of pertussis from 1960 to 2010. During 1950 incidence (per 100 000 population) was about 175,9, whereas 
during 1990 it was 0,74%ooo. During 2001-2010, the annual incidence of pertussis is about 2,45 per 100,000. The highest 
incidence is found below the age of 9 years. 
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1921-1930 109,59 6,58 6,00 

1931-1940 75,55 3,44 4,55 

1941-1950 45,50 0,73 1,60 

1951-1960 175,90 0,49 0,28 

1961-1970 51,80 0,24 0,46 

1971-1980 16,16 0,02 0,10 

1981-1990 1,18 0,00 0,28 

1991-2000 0,74 0,00 0,48 

2001-2010 2,47 0,01 0,21 
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