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Summary. Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever is an acute viral disease manifested by common toxic 
infectious syndrome, followed by bleeding, which can be extended to all organs, including the skin and 
mucous membranes. The virus is transmitted by infected ticks, their smudging or through contaminated 
blood of a patient in contact with broken skin and mucous membranes. It is characterized by natural areas, 
seasonality, high mortality, affecting mainly certain professional groups. Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic 
fever infection is endemic in Bulgaria. It is described for the first time in 1952. During the period 1954-1955 
in the region of Shumen (northeastern Bulgaria) epidemic is registered with 305 ill. For the last 50 years in 
the country have been very sporadic cases and small outbreaks. Most diseased are in the region of 
Burgas – 309, followed by 305 – Shumen. Morbidity (100 000 in Bulgaria) of Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic 
fever in the periods 1953-1970, 1971-1990, in 1991-2012 is from 0,09%  - 3,51%  for the first period, 
from 0,03%  – 0,4%  for the second period and 0,02% -0.66%  in 2002. For the entire period the 
lowest incidence was between 1971 to 1990. Period 1953 to 2012. there are 1447 registered people 
infected with Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever in Bulgaria. Endemic areas are Shumen, Veliko Tarnovo, 
Pazardzhik, Haskovo, Kardzhali, Burgas, Stara Zagora, Yambol, Plovdiv. 
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