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Summary: In the last decades a number of publications appeared about the mechanism of 
soft tissue calcification in patients with chronic kidney disease (CKD). They 
proved that one of the main factors for the rather higher total and cardiovascular 
morbidity and mortality in these patients are the disturbed mineral metabolism 
and the related to it pathological cardiovascular calcification. The traditional 
knowledge of the simple mechanical deposition of calcium in soft tissues was 
changed with the discovery of active mechanisms mediating calcification, which 
seem to play a crucial role in this pathology.  
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