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Abstract: A 55-year-old female patient with morning stiffness during 2-3 hours, arthralgia 
and arthritis of the small joints of arms in the last 5 years has been described. 
After that she had surgical intervention and chemotherapy for ductal breast can-
cer. Rheumatoid factor, anti-CCP and AST were negative. She was treated with 
Resochin and Diprophos with a good effect. Four months after operation she 
had clinical, laboratory and echographic data for pulmonary embolism with 
negative antiphospholipid antibodies, but with high ANA (1:1280) and positive 
DNA, RNP and Ro antibodies. At that time she had arthralgia and arthritis with-
out morning stiffness. During the following 3 years she was without therapy. 
ANA titer was 1:320-1:640, but DNA, RNP and Ro were negative. The following 
associations between systemic lupus and neoplasm have been discussed:  
1. SLE as a paraneoplastic syndrome that precedes the appearance of cancer. 
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2. Cytotoxic therapy and immunosuppressive therapy of SLE as a cause of ma-
lignancy. 3. Independent development of the diseases. 
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