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Summ ry. Rabies is an acute infectious disease of the central nervous system with Rabies virus as an agent. Predators, domestic 
animals and some species of bats are the source and main reservoir of the infection. Rabies virus is usually present in the saliva of the 
sick animal and it provokes infection by a bite, a scratch or drivel on broken skin or mucosa membranes, i.e. through a coating mechanism 
of transmission. Two basic forms of rabies spread can be distinguished – wild (woodland) rabies – a form which affects wild animals and 
street (city) rabies. Rabies virus is widespread all over the world with few exceptions. It circulates in North and South America, Africa, 
Asia and some parts of Europe. Few countries (mainly islands) due to their geographical position and strict compliance with the legislative 
measures manage to stay free of rabies: Australia, New Zealand, Japan and parts of Europe. Rabies control in nature is achieved by oral 
EAST vaccination of wild predatory animals. This method was developed 36 years ago and the  rst attempt of oral vaccination against 
rabies (ORV) in foxes was successfully carried out in Switzerland in 1978.
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