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Summary:  Enterococci are widespread bacteria in humans, animals, food products and the 
environment. Considered to be harmless in the past, nowadays they are one of 
the leading causative agents associated with a wide range of infections, some of 
which with high mortality rates. The most common targets of infection are the 
urinary tract, cardiovascular system, abdomen, biliary tract, burn wounds, etc. 
This review describes the various virulence factors of Enterococcus spp. and 
the way they contribute to the pathogenesis of infectious diseases by in-
creased adherence, colonization and invasion of the tissues; by modulation of 
the immune response and extracellular production of enzymes and toxins. The 
most frequently produced bacteriocins, their effect on closely related bacterial 
species and their impact on the pathogenic potential of Enterococci are also 
presented.  
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