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Abstract. In the last 10 years the number of the patients with HEV has been increasing in European coun-
tries and shows variability among different geographical areas. In this review we describe the general epide-
miological characteristics of HEV and the serological data in different European countries. Subtypes 3e and 
f of HEV are the main genotypes detected in the European population. Sporadic cases of autochthonous 
genotype 4 have been described in Spain, France and Italy. The patients are predominantly male, over 50 
years of age. The subclinical form is the most frequent. Fulminant form is rare, predominantly in pregnant 
women and it was related to genotype 3 of virus.
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