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EPIDEMIOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF VIRAL HEPATITIS A IN EUROPE 
AND IN BULGARIA 2008-2013
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Summary. Viral hepatitis A (VHA) is an anthroponosis infection disease distributed to all countries of EU/EEA. The causative agent 
is hepatotropic picornavirus. In 2012 the countries of EC/EEA registered 13 038 cases of VHA. The overall rate of con  rmed cases was 
2, 60 per 100 000 population. Most affected regions are Eastern Europe and Balkan region. The largest number of cases and highest rate 
in 2012 are registered in Bulgaria – 4896 (66,82 per 100 000). The highest case rate in 2012 was observed in the age group 5-14 years – 
5,45 per 100 000 population. During 2013 three major hepatitis A outbreaks were reported in the EU/EEA. Frozen and fresh berries have 
been implicated as vehicle of the infection.
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 2012 .  29   /   -

  13 156    ( -

 2,60  100 000). -    
    (66,82  100 000), 

   (17,93  100 000),  
(4,72  100 000),  (3,76  100 000)   
(3,35  100 000).    

  3  100 000.  2012 . - -
       

     (4896),  
(3603)   (1096) ( . 1).   -

        
  /   2009 .,   -

    – 3,52  100 000,  -
     
    [5].

 1.          / , 2008-2012 .

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

- - - - -

4 0,05 1 0,01 54 065 5 0,06 43 0,51
365 130 137 167 147 -
907 12,06 1064 14,25 2350 31,66 5587 75,81 4896 66,82

4 0,52 4 0,50 2 0,24 0 0,00 2 0,23
1649 15,94 1104 10,59 862 8,24 264 2,52 284 2,70

44 0,80 45 0,82 47 0,85 13 0,23 53 0,95
13 0,97 19 1,42 6 0,45 153 11,45 63 4,72
22 0,42 22 0,41 14 0,26 14 0,26 8 0,15

1204 1,88 1547 2,41 1244 1,93 1115 1,72 1096 1,68
1072 1,33 929 1,14 775 0,95 820 1,01 827 1,01
120 1,07 86 0,77 58 0,52 41 0,37 74 0,67
168 1,70 107 1,08 2202 2,05 0 0,00 331 3,35
41 0,92 49 1,10 40 0,90 18 0,39 28 0,61

1350 2,26 1580 2,63 726 1,20 439 0,72 128 0,22
2798 127,66 2276 105,24 292 13,77 49 2,36 11 0,54

20 0,62 16 0,50 10 0,32 17 0,56 113 3,76
3 0,62 5 1,01 2 0,40 0 0,00 2 0,38
4 0,98 9 2,19 3 0,73 4 0,96 0 0,00

87 0,53 154 0,93 252 1,52 115 0,69 112 0,67
189 0,50 644 1,69 153 0,40 64 0,17 70 0,18
21 0,20 27 0,26 10 0,10 12 0,12 10 0,10

3161 15,48 3734 18,48 3493 17,43 2581 12,95 3603 17,93
729 13,56 1447 26,89 1449 26,88 400 7,42 124 2,29
17 0,85 12 0,59 9 0,44 11 0,54 11 0,54

1877 4,11 1808 3,91 740 1,59 463 0,99 557 1,19
78 0,85 154 1,66 85 0,91 54 0,57 87 0,92

 794 1,30 437 0,71 408 0,66 27 0,44 314 0,50

 16 741 3,38 17 410 3,55 13 423 2,72 12 683 2,56 12 994 2,62
1 0,32 3 0,94 2 0,63 1 0,31 4 1,25

49 1,03 40 0,83 46 0,95 22 0,45 40 0,80

 / 16 791 3,35 17 453 3,52 13 471 2,70 12 706 2,53 13 038 2,60
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  HAV  2012 .,   -
,      -

:  (16,  12,2%),  (1,  50%), -
 (29,  53%),  (5,  71,4%), -
 (363,  36,5%),  (218,  26,4%), 

 (8,  11%),  (10,  3%),  
(10,  66,7%),  (46,  42,6%),  
(36,  51,4%),  (52,  60,5%),  
(25,  73,5%),  (3,  4,8%),  (4,  
7,8%),  (6,  85,7%),  (5,  
62,5%).  ( )   -

    (631,  63,5%), -
 (609,  73,6%),  (321,  97%), -
 (3603,  100%)   (545,  100%).

     
       

 /

       
    8135  (61,8%).   4348 -
 (53,4%)     3787  (46,6%)  
 .  :   1,15:1.

 8139     2012 .    
   .   862-

  (10,6%)     0-4 ., 
2794  (34,3%)     5-14 
., 1448  (17,8%)     
15-24 ., 900  (11,1%)    45-64 .  
326  (4%)   65 .    
2011 .,    2012 . -    

      5-14 . (5,45 
 100 000).      -  

    5,59  100 000    
5,30  100 000   ( . 2).

 . 3     
        -
 2008-2012 .      

     –   -
.       .

  
   , 2008-2013 .

    2008-2013 .  -
     16 629  

  ( . 2, . 1).  ,   
2011 .     -    
(5587)  -   (75,81  100 000)  

    .  
      -

 .  2012 .    
  :  –   ( -
 )  363      

– ,   –  .  (  ) 
   –   225  .   

      -
    ,   

    [1, 11].
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. 3.        -
  /     2012 .,   2008-2011 .

 2.        -
, 2008-2013 .

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

 907 1064 2350 5587 4896 1825

  100 000 12,06 14,25 31,66 75,81 66,82 25,05
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 106  [8, 9].    -

    1   HAV  1,7%  
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