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HAND-CARRIED ULTRASOUND CARDIAC DEVICES: RECOMMENDATIONS  
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Summary. In this article we present a report from the Standard Committee of the American Society of 
Echocardiography (ASE) about the newest introduction to echocardiography which is a hand-carried ul-
trasound (HCU) device. It is a small echocardiographic machine that typically weighs less than 6 lb and 
can obtain echocardiographic images and data, importantly in emergency conditions. However, neither 
the device nor the context of the examination fulfills the criteria for a comprehensive or complete echo-
cardiographic examination. The ASE believes that HCU will extend the concept of the “complete physi-
cal examination,” allowing more rapid assessment of cardiovascular anatomy, function, and physiology. 
However, appropriate user-specific training (Level 1 at a minimum) and assumption of responsibility are 
essential to ensure the most accurate acquisition, interpretation, and use of the data. The usage of the 
HCU in emergency settings is impossible without focused examination. The recommendations about the 
“FOCUS” ultrasound cardiac examination are reviewed in Consensus Statement of the American Soci-
ety of the Echocardiography and American College of Emergency Physicians. 
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