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Summary. Haemostasis is a complex physiological mechanism responsible for stopping the bleeding in cases 
of vessel-wall damage while keeping the liquid state of the circulation. It can be described as a combination 
of two processes: blood clotting with thromb formation in particular, and  brinolysis, the degradation of a 
formed thromb. Clinico-laboratory methods for haemostasis can be divided into several groups: methods 
for examination of primary and secondary haemostasis, methods for examination of coagulation inhibitors, 
methods for examination of  brinolysis. The methods for examination of haemostasis are applied in the 
diagnosis of haemoragic diatheses and thrombosis as well as in monitoring anticoagulant therapy. With 
the introduction into the clinical practice of the new oral anticoagulants, new requirements are raised to the 
current laboratory methods and laboratory tests.
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