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Summary. Concerns about the possible use of microbes by bioterrorists have increased signi  cantly over the past decade. The havoc 
that could be generated by such an attack was illustrated in 2001 when a small number of letters laced with Bacillus anthracis spores were 
disseminated via the U.S. postal system. Although only 22 persons became ill and  ve geographic areas were actually affected, fear and 
apprehension extended across the country and around the world. There is general consensus (among those who are most knowledgeable 
about bioterrorism and the potential use of biotechnology for subversive goals) that the release of one or more biological agents is inevitable. 
The release and subsequent spread of a contagious agent, such as smallpox virus, could prove catastrophic if measures for control were not 
promptly and effectively applied. Equally serious would be a large-scale release of a highly lethal but non-transmissible agent, such as anthrax 
or botulinum toxin. The possible use of genetically modi  ed agents offers yet another dimension to the threat. It is clear that the world, including 
the United States, is ill prepared to deal with serious microbial challenges, whatever their source. Complacency about present capabilities to 
deal with these problems, such as has characterized the public health and the medical communities, is no longer an acceptable policy.
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