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Summary: Puzzling prolonged febrile conditions, called fever of unknown origin (FUO), 
have been excited mental and intellectual activities of the physician from ancient 
times to our days. The definition of the condition is written since 1961 based on 
the report of Petersdorf and Beeson. Infections and non-infectious inflammatory 
diseases are the leading causes of FUO, followed by groups of neoplasms and 
miscellaneous disorders. Although active diagnostic events, undiagnosed cases 
are not a small percentage of all. For accuracy, efficiency and achieving suc-
cess in the searching of the reason of FUO, the diagnostic algorithm is struc-
tured. The therapeutic approaches have been minimized in order to avoid cam-
ouflage of the condition, which will delay the process of diagnosis. The applica-
tion of an etiological therapy is justified in cases of established, proved cause. 
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