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SOMATOFORM DISORDERS (MEDICALLY UNEXPLAINED SYMPTOMS) 
BY CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENT
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Summary. The transformation of suppressed emotions and psychological con  icts into bodily symptoms is 
widespread phenomenon provoking subjective suffering, problems in personal functioning. Medical dualistic 
ontology indicates this phenomenon as “ somatization”. Somatoform disorders are heterogeneous group of 
nosological entities united by their tendency to present with somatic, but “unexplained bodily symptoms”. This 
article presents epidemiologic, etiopathogenetic and clinical data about medically unexplained symptoms by 
children and adolescents, as well as problems related to their identi  cation and assessment. 
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