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R. Shumnalieva and Zl. Kolarov. PATHOGENETIC ROLE OF EPSTEIN-BARR VIRUS AND CYTOMEGA-
LOVIRUS IN INITIATION, MAINTENANCE AND ACTIVATION OF SYNOVIAL INFLAMMATORY REAC-
TION IN RHEUMATOID ARTHRITIS 

Summary. h  aim of the review is to analyse the data from investigations about the role of Epstein-Barr 
virus (EBV) and cytomegalovirus (CMV) in the etiopathogenesis of rheumatoid arthritis. It examines both the 
existence of correlation between viral particles isolated from synovial membrane and antiviral antibodies in 
the serum of patients and their pathogenetic role in initiating, maintaining and forcing the autoimmune 
inflammatory response in patients with rheumatoid arthritis. 
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