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Abstract: Cryptosporidiosis is a protozoan disease – zooanthroponosis, indicative for 
AIDS. Most often it occurs as acute gastroenteritis with diarrhea, subclinical or 
asymptomatic. It is still a little known and underestimated parasitozo nosis 
among the medical community in Bulgaria. The review article presents 
contemporary data on the major epidemiological aspects of cryptosporidiosis, 
etiological agents of the disease, sources of infection for humans, the 
mechanism and reservoir pathways for the transmission of cryptosporidial 
oocysts; its appearance in the form of sporadics, epidemics, including cases of 
familial cryptosporidiosis. The role of cryptosporidies as a major aquatic and 
nutritional pathogen, as well as their widespread nature, in relation to low 
personal health and occupational hygiene, adverse climatic factors and natural 
disasters (floods), consumption of unfiltered or recreational water, etc., are 
highlighted. Risk factors, risk groups, susceptibility and immunity, as well as the 
resistance of oocysts to the external environment are discussed. 
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. 2.  ,     Cryptosporidium hominis ( )  Cryptosporidium parvum 
( )   (Caccio, S.M. et al., 2016) [12] 
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