
  37 
 . X , . 1/2011 

 

IL-17        
. 1, . 2, . 1  . 1 

1  „ ”,    –  
2    ,     ”   ”  

 
.   (PA)        -

,           .   
       ,     -

   .            
   .            -
   .          
    (RANKL),       (RANK)  -

 (OPG),       .      
           IL-17.    -

        -17 (IL-17). 

 : , -17 (IL-17),  , RANKL,  

V. Milanova, A. Toncheva, N. Ivanovska and P. Dimitrova. IL-17 AND NEUTROPHILS IN THE PATHOLOGY OF 
RHEUMATOID ARTHRITIS 

Summary. Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is a chronic systemic inflammatory disease with unknown etiology which results 
in the destruction of cartilage and bone. All main immunological components play a fundamental role in the initiation, 
dissemination and perpetuation of autoimmune process in RA. The precise control of cellular and immunological 
events leading to bone destruction is complex. In the present review, new evidences about the role of neutrophils in the 
pathogenesis of RA will be discussed. Neutrophils can express membrane–bound RANKL, RANK and OPG that 
determines them as important factors in osteoclastogenesis. They also can participate in the unique regulatory loop for 
synthesis and release of pro-inflammatory IL-17. Disturbance of the production and regulation of IL-17 has been 
observed in RA. 
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