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Abstract. Bacterial meningitis and meningoencephalitis are a large group of diseases caused by a variety of 
bacterial pathogens. In this study, we set ourselves the aim to explore the dynamics of the spread of this group 
of infections, the etiological structure and the age structure of the diseased as well as the etiological deciphering 
in the different age groups in Bulgaria for the period 2012 to 2016. The morbidity of bacterial meningitis and 
meningoencephalitis in Bulgaria for the period 2012 to 2016 is 1.87% , the mortality – 0.41%  and the 
lethality – 22.14%. The etiological deciphering of bacterial meningitis and meningoencephalitis in Bulgaria 
gives the key role to S. pneumoniae (33.59%) and N. meningitidis (16.41%). The age structure of the people 
with bacterial meningitis and meningoencephalitis for the period 2012-2016 shows that 18% of registered 
cases are of children at the age of 5, whereas people over 60 have a share of 23.92%.
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