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GLAUKOMA – “THE SILENT THIEF OF VISION” 
S. Kostova 
Department of Ophthalmology, Medical University – Sofia 

Summary. According to the WHO 9-12% of the people going blind each 
year have suffered glaucoma. The incidence of glaucoma per year is 2.4 million 
people. The main problems of the timely diagnosis are related to the lack of a 
unified definition, lack of a specific assay and the need for screening. Modern 
medicine has got sufficient diagnostic and therapeutic methods for an early detec-
tion and timely and proper treatment of various types of the disease. Thus oppor-
tunities by mobilizing knowledge, skills and efforts of the ophthalmologist to 
achieve early diagnosis makes possible the prevention of the irreversible vision 
loss, as well as an early and lifetime disability. 

Key words: glaucoma, primary and secondary glaucoma, risk factors, adequate 
diagnosis 
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