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OPIOD ANALGESICS VERSUS NONSTEROIDAL ANTIINFLAMMATORY 
DRUGS: USE IN RHEUMATIC DISEASE-RELATED PAIN MANAGEMENT  
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Summary. Pain is a universal disease symptom. It is one of the factors that determines the quality of life and 
the well-being of the individual. Pain management is a key goal in treating any form of disease. The most 
commonly used pain-managing substances are the NSAIDs, including the COX2 inhibitors. The opioid 
analgesics are more rarely used due to the likelihood of developing tolerance-building and addiction to the 
medications. In contrast to opioids, NSAIDs do not suppress the respiratory center and do not cause 
euphoria and drug addiction, which makes them first-choice medications for treating pain symptoms in 
inflammatory and degenerative diseases. Contemporary concepts emphasize on treatment of acute and 
chronic pain by all possible means, including opiod substances. This makes us pose the question, “When is 
the right time to start using opiod analgesics and how long should the therapy last?” 
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